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APR 1 I 2003 
Dear Mr. Powell: 

The most capital intensive part of the of the local telecom nelwork is r%%'?@kh&W&Upgrading is the 
physical outside cable plant. If one considers the fees cities, counties. and states charge for rights-of-way, 
coupled with regulatory restrictions they impose to install the outside plant, it becomes obvious it is cost 
prohibitive for competitive telephone service providers to install their own lines. There simply isn't enough 
" d i f  in many cities rights-of-ways to accommodate all the telecom companies who wish to provide service 
by installing their own physical plant 

I think the proposal the state of Michigan is contemplating is the very compelling. That is to require the 
local RBOC to divest its physical cable plant infrastructure to a neutral third party company whose sole 
business would be to operate and upgrade the outside plant. All companies would be given access to the 
plant without prejudice and pricing for access to the physical plant would be market driven and pricing 
based on actual costs. Switching platforms would remain with the RBOC and they would not be required 
to share or unbundled it for competitors. It seems to me, this would be the most equitable solution to 
phasing out UNE-L. and solving the UNE-P problem and the commission should consider it. 

Sincerely, 

Randy Denius 

Fsderal bmrnunicstbns Commission 

cc: Kathleen Abernathy. Michael Copps, KM KJMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein 


